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the army and the monarchists on one side, now a leaderless
group, and on the other side the National Socialists with their
unscrupulous but strictly disciplined leaders. What should
then have been done was to assure the return to monarchy
under a new Constitution. But nothing was attempted. It was
not even decided by the monarchists whether with the death
of the President the moment had come for the announcement
of the restoration of the monarchy, or whether it would be
better to allow an interim period to elapse, since no one wanted
to bring back the exiled monarch, while the candidature of a
grandson of his in his lifetime was out of the question. Still
greater was the lack of agreement as to the constitutional form
of the new State, which must be organized primarily with a
view to the one overriding element of totalitarian preparedness
for war. Thus the future lay in the hands of the National
Socialists as the most united single party.
The Reichswehr looked on at this development, but was
itself so divided in outlook that it allowed matters to take their
course. The army leaders imagined that they could nevertheless
hold the threads in their hands and guide events in accordance
with their own views. They regarded the alliance with
National Socialism as a temporary measure. They had not
the slightest idea of allowing it to become the permanent ruler
of the nation. After six months of the new regime the army
leaders still regarded the National Socialists as a propaganda
body and an expedient for temporary service, readily remove-
able. Meanwhile the army could devote itself to its urgent and
exacting task of rapid rearmament.
Under the protection of the array, National Socialism grew
formidable. Its leaders knew that it would win. They were
determined to establish themselves in power, and they were
well aware of the destiny their partners in the deal of 1933
had in view for them. The determination of the leaders, shared
by thousands of their assistants, to "dig themselves in" accounts